
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S12693 November 10, 2005 
Ogoni people and for environmental 
support for the Niger Delta region. In 
addition, it calls for American oil com-
panies operating in the Delta to follow 
more responsible social practices, and 
for the Government of Nigeria to en-
sure that its security forces are prop-
erly trained, so that nonviolent protest 
is never again met with violent repres-
sion. 

At a time when the Niger Delta is in-
creasingly threatened by violence and 
instability from past failures to ad-
dress these long-standing grievances, it 
is urgent that we honor the legacy of 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and the Ogoni people 
by seeking creative, nonviolent solu-
tions to the environmental and social 
problems that plague the region. I urge 
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion as an important step in that direc-
tion. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 304—TO DES-
IGNATE THE PERIOD BEGINNING 
ON NOVEMBER 1, 2005 AND END-
ING ON OCTOBER 31, 2006 AS THE 
YEAR OF POLIO EDUCATION 
Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. 

CORZINE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions: 

S. RES. 304 
Whereas 2005 is the 50th anniversary of the 

injectable polio vaccine; 
Whereas the polio vaccines eliminated nat-

urally occurring polio cases in the United 
States but have not yet eliminated polio in 
other parts of the world; 

Whereas as few as 57 percent of American 
children receive all doses of necessary vac-
cines during childhood, including the polio 
vaccine; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommends that every child 
in the United States receive all doses of the 
inactivated polio vaccine; 

Whereas the success of the polio vaccines 
has caused people to forget the 1,630,000 
Americans born before the development of 
the vaccines who had polio during the 
epidemics in the middle of the 20th century; 

Whereas at least 70 percent of paralytic 
polio survivors and 40 percent of nonpara-
lytic polio survivors are developing post- 
polio sequelae, which are unexpected and 
often disabling symptoms that occur about 
35 years after the poliovirus attack, includ-
ing overwhelming fatigue, muscle weakness, 
muscle and joint pain, sleep disorders, 
heightened sensitivity to anesthesia, cold 
pain, and difficulty swallowing and breath-
ing; 

Whereas 2005 is the 131st anniversary of the 
diagnosis of the first case of post-polio 
sequelae and is the 21st anniversary of the 
creation of the International Post-Polio 
Task Force; 

Whereas research and clinical work by 
members of the International Post-Polio 
Task Force have discovered that post-polio 
sequelae can be treated, and even prevented, 
if polio survivors are taught to conserve en-
ergy and use assistive devices to stop dam-
aging and killing the reduced number of 
overworked, poliovirus-damaged neurons in 
the spinal cord and brain that survived the 
polio attack; 

Whereas many medical professionals, and 
polio survivors, do not know of the existence 
of post-polio sequelae, or of the available 
treatments; and 

Whereas the mission of the International 
Post-Polio Task Force includes educating 
medical professionals and the world’s 
20,000,000 polio survivors about post-polio 
sequelae through the international Post- 
Polio Letter Campaign, The Post-Polio Insti-
tute at New Jersey’s Englewood Hospital and 
Medical Center, the publication of The Polio 
Paradox, and the television public service 
announcement provided by the National 
Broadcasting Company: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the need for every child, in 

America and throughout the world, to be 
vaccinated against polio; 

(2) recognizes the 1,630,000 Americans who 
survived polio, their new battle with post- 
polio sequelae, and the need for education 
and appropriate medical care; 

(3) requests that every State designate the 
period beginning on November 1, 2005 and 
ending on October 31, 2006 as the ‘‘Year of 
Polio Education’’ to promote vaccination 
and post-polio sequelae education and treat-
ment; and 

(4) requests that all appropriate Federal 
departments and agencies take immediate 
action to educate— 

(A) the people of the United States about 
the need for polio vaccination; and 

(B) polio survivors and medical profes-
sionals in the United States about the cause 
and treatment of post-polio sequelae. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition today to submit a 
resolution to designate November 1, 
2005 to October 31, 2006 as the Year of 
Polio Education. 

During the 1940s and the early 1950s, 
between 30,000 and 50,000 cases of polio 
were recorded annually in the United 
States, causing widespread fear and 
panic. I recall as a youngster attending 
a public swimming pool in Wichita, KS, 
and wondering if going to the swim-
ming pool would cause polio. 

Polio is a viral illness that leads to 
paralysis. The polio virus damages 
nerves that control muscles, which re-
sults in muscle weakness. In severe 
cases of polio, a person may lose the 
ability to move their arms and legs, 
the ability to breathe without help, or 
die. 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
was the most famous symbol of how 
physically debilitating polio can be. 
Yet despite the paralysis of his legs, he 
was a magnificent President and a 
great leader of the United States dur-
ing the Depression and World War II. 

This year, 2005, marks the 50th anni-
versary of the successful nationwide 
trial to administer the injectable polio 
vaccine to children. While the inven-
tion of injectable polio vaccines elimi-
nated naturally occurring polio cases 
in the United States, some American 
children did not receive the polio vac-
cine necessary to protect them. On 
September 29, 2005, the first of four 
children from a rural Minnesota Amish 
community was diagnosed with polio. 
While none of the four have suffered 
paralytic symptoms, the occurrence 
underscores the need for vaccinations. 

The need for continued diligence to 
protect this country’s youth from polio 
and other illnesses is critical. As chair-
man of the Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agen-

cies—LHHS—Appropriations Sub-
committee, I have worked to provide 
$101.25 million in the fiscal year 2006 
Senate LHHS Appropriations bill for 
global polio eradication, an increase of 
$500,000 since 2005. These funds provide 
polio vaccinations internationally in 
locations where naturally occurring 
polio has not been eradicated. Further, 
I have supported $461.5 million for the 
vaccine for children program as part of 
the fiscal year 2006 Senate LHHS Ap-
propriations bill, an increase of $41 mil-
lion since 2005. This program helps 
families of children who may not oth-
erwise have access to vaccines by pro-
viding free vaccines to doctors who 
serve them. 

This year is also the 131st anniver-
sary of the first diagnosed case of post- 
polio sequelae. Post-polio sequelae is a 
condition that may develop several 
decades after a person has had polio, 
which affects the muscles and nerves, 
causing weakness, fatigue, pain, and 
other symptoms. Approximately 70 per-
cent of paralytic polio survivors and 40 
percent non-paralytic polio survivors, 
develop this illness. 

The need for continued polio and 
polio vaccinations education are im-
portant to the health of all Americans, 
especially children. I encourage my 
colleagues to work with Senator 
CORZINE and me to move this legisla-
tion forward promptly. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 305—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING VETERANS 
DAY 2005 
Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID, 

Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. 
BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. 
BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, 
Mr. BURNS, Mr. BURR, Mr. BYRD, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CHAFEE, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. CORZINE, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
DAYTON, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. 
DODD, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. 
DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
ENZI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. 
HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. KYL, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mr. LOTT, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MAR-
TINEZ, Mr. MCCAIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON 
of Florida, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, 
Mr. OBAMA, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SALA-
ZAR, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, 
Mr. SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
SUNUNU, Mr. TALENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH, 
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